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What is the Common App?
Pros:

❏ One application used by over 600 
popular colleges and universities

❏ Communicates with Naviance for easy 
submission

❏ No wasted time from repeating 
demographic and resumé information

Cons:

❏ Not all schools will accept it
❏ Some schools still require supplemental 

essays in addition to the main personal 
statement

❏ Each college may have a separate 
application fee



Best Common App Colleges
Stanford University

Harvard University

Yale University

Rice University

Princeton University

University of Pennsylvania

Brown University

Bowdoin College

Pomona College

University of Southern 
California

Cornell University

Northwestern University

Tufts University

University of Michigan

Carleton College

Harvey Mudd College

California Institute of Technology

Columbia University

Duke University

Vanderbilt University

Washington University in St. Louis

Dartmouth College

University of Notre Dame

University of Chicago



What will I need to get ready?
❏ Copy of your high school transcript
❏ List of senior year courses
❏ List of your activities, work, and family obligations
❏ Standardized test scores and dates
❏ Parent/guardian educational history and occupation/employer information
❏ Sibling grade level and educational information
❏ List of colleges you are applying to and their applications 

requirements/options (Your Bedrock counselor will help you with this!)



Getting Started
1. Create Your Account
2. Intro to the Website
3. How to Add Colleges



Creating Your Account

Go to commonapp.org 

http://www.commonapp.org/


Account Creation

Under Registration Type, 
select “Student”. 

This will allow the 
system to send your 
applications to colleges.



Account Creation

Under Login Credentials 
enter your email 
address and create a 
password.

Tip: If you don’t already 
have one, create a new 
professional email 
account with some 
variation of your 
name/surname.



Account Creation

Under Registration 
Information, enter 
required official 
information and select 
“First-Year Student”.

We recommend checking 
all boxes (including the 2 
that allow communication 
from colleges and the 
Common App).



Navigating the Common App
CAID - “Common App ID”

Dashboard - home screen, helps you 
to stay on task and keep track of 
deadlines

My Colleges - list of all colleges you 
have selected and their contact info 
and requirements

College Search - add colleges

Common App & Financial Aid 
Resources - the application and 
financial aid information/applications



The Application

There are 6 parts to the 
Common Application 
(which can be completed 
in any order). 

Your Bedrock counselor 
will help you plan and 
write the essays and 
short answers.

As you finish a section, a 
green checkmark will appear.



Profile & Family

Basic information about 
you and your household.

Colleges want to know 
about unique family 
situations to add context 
to your application.

If you don’t know an 
answer, ask your parents 
or counselor!



Education

❏ Current school
❏ Past schools (if any)
❏ Work with Community 

Based Organizations
❏ Education Progress
❏ Courses taken at Colleges & 

Universities
❏ Grades & Vietnam Grading 

Scale
❏ Honors Received from 

school or outside programs
❏ Plans for the Future



Education - Vietnamese Applicants
❏ You will need to add Bedrock’s contact information under “counselor”:

Justin Shelby ?????

❏ A CEEB code is how many American and International high schools are 
identified. Your counselor will inform you of your school’s code, if you 
can’t find it.

❏ The GPA (grade point average) scale for Vietnamese high schools is…



Testing
Select Yes to send your official 
ACT, SAT/SAT Subject, TOEFL, 
and other scores to colleges. 

??? For the second question, 
select No. In Vietnam, there are 
no national leaving 
examinations.

For each test you submit, you 
can choose the number of 
scores you want colleges to see 
and self- report the 
scores/dates.



Don’t want a 
test-optional school 
to see your scores?

Just go back to this section and 
change your answer to No. 

Your scores will be hidden on 
your application to this school but 
won’t be deleted! 

You can always come back and 
select Yes to make your scores 
reappear.

This feature lets you control which 
schools see your testing scores.



Activities

You can list 10 activities, 
ranked from most to 
least important to you.

Be concise in your 
descriptions!

Tip: Rank the activities on 
a separate page before 
putting them into the 
application.



Writing - The Most Important Section!
While the Writing section is the hardest part of the application, it is your best 
opportunity to make an impression on the admissions boards. 

There are strict word limits to each essay, and many colleges require 
Supplemental Essays of varying lengths and deadlines.

Students can edit the essay after each submission. For example, if you 
submitted the Common App to Columbia and then decided you want to tailor 
the essay for the University of Pennsylvania, you can do that. (In the past, you 
could not.) This will not change what Columbia received.



Writing - The Personal Essay
Most (if not all) colleges on your Dashboard will require the Personal Essay. 
You can check on the list of ‘Required’ and ‘Not Required’.

This essay is meant to show your ability to write clearly and concisely (650 
words). The admissions boards want to know more about you- not just your 
grades and a list of your activities.

Pull ideas and styles from the essays and readings you’ve analyzed with your 
Bedrock counselor in the past months.

Remember- start over as many times as you need to! It is always better to 
create a fresh idea than to overwork a bad one.



Writing - Current Personal Essay Prompts
#1 Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so 
meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If 
this sounds like you, then please share your story.

#2 The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to 
later success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. 
How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?

#3 Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What 
prompted your thinking? What was the outcome?



Writing - Current Personal Essay Prompts
#4 Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve. It can be 
an intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma- anything that 
is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you 
and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution.

#5 Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of 
personal growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.



Writing - Current Personal Essay Prompts
#6 Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you 
lose all track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to 
when you want to learn more?

#7 Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you’ve already 
written, one that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design.



Finished the Common App, Now What?

Go to each college’s tab 
under My College. You 
will find all additional 

information you should 
prepare to complete 

their application.



My Colleges
Most colleges require official school 
reports and 1-2 letters of 
recommendation from Teachers and 
others. Ask for these well in advance 
to give the recommenders time to 
write.

At the bottom of the page, you can find 
the additional writing responses 
(“Questions” or “Supplemental Essays”). 
Remember, these might take a while to 
complete so be diligent!

As always, Bedrock counselors are 
always there to help with your writing.



My Colleges
You must sign off on FERPA in order 
for your high school to be able to 
submit your academic records.

However, you can only do this after 
you’ve finished the “Education” 
section in the Common App tab. Then 
you must sync the Common App with 
Naviance (see next slide).



FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)



How do I sync the Common App & Naviance?
Video instructions here: https://vimeo.com/102639828

You will have to indicate in Naviance if you are using the Common App or not 
for a school. Some colleges accept both the Common App or their own 
application through their website. Make sure the colleges receive the correct 
forms from your high school!

https://vimeo.com/102639828


Ready to submit?
Click Review and Submit - Common App after all the boxes are checked. You 
will be able to preview a version of the application that the admissions officer 
will read. You will repeat this step for each college. Proofread everything.

P R O O F R E A D   E V E R Y   L I T T L E   T H I N G

We’re serious.



Submit and celebrate!



Feeling 
overwhelmed?

We’re here to help!

Additional Resources:

Applicant Training Resources Library

Common App Ready

The Common Application Live Schools 
and Writing Requirements

https://appsupport.commonapp.org/link/portal/33011/33013/Article/780/Training-Resources-Library
http://www.commonapp.org/ready
https://appsupport.commonapp.org/link/portal/33011/33013/Article/3798/The-Common-Application-Live-Schools-and-Writing-Requirements-Resource
https://appsupport.commonapp.org/link/portal/33011/33013/Article/3798/The-Common-Application-Live-Schools-and-Writing-Requirements-Resource

