
Cities: What are they and who are they for? 
Time: Wed and Sat | 1-3pm 
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Urbanists are concerned with two main questions: “How and why cities develop and change, 
and who lives in cities and why?” From these two questions spring the study of the city and the 
regions surrounding them.  
 
Some cities were designed for pedestrians and bicycles, such as Amsterdam and Portland 

Oregon. Others, like Lagos 
and Los Angeles (and the 
majority of American 
metropolises) have been built 
around the automobile.  
 
Some cities are extremely old 
and have complex, confusing 
streets (like Hanoi) and others 
are built on a grid system and 
are rather easy to navigate 
(like Washington DC.). There 
are as many questions about 
cities as there are streets in 
the world.  
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In this course we will look at 4 different topics in urbanism. Every Wednesday will be a 
discussion about the reading and visual assignments given and every Saturday will be a field 
trip to a particular location to perform ‘urban observation’ on the given topic.  
 
Each week’s homework will include 2 assignments to turn in: a research question and a brief 
argumentative/analytical essay. The four topics we will discuss are: 
 

1. The function(s) of streets. Are some better than others? What makes a good street? 
2. Mass Transit. Is public transit a good thing? Should bicycles be allowed? What makes a 

good (or bad) bus stop? 
3. Communities in development. Who decides what to build and where? 
4. The public realm. Who has the right to use public space? What makes a public space 

public and what do (and should) people do in them? 
 
What do city planners and urban designers study? Here is short list: 

● Transportation networks 
● GIS and Cartography 
● Land use policy 
● Infrastructure planning and economics 
● Historic landmark preservation 
● Public space design 
● Local immigration 
● Built and natural environmental behavior 
● Environmental remediation 
● Built and landscape architecture 
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